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This invention relates to improvements in 
vices for actuating direction indicating signals 
for vehicles, and more particularly to devices of 
this type which are sel.ï-cancelling when a turn 
bas been completed. 
One of the objects of this invention is fo pro- 
vide an efficient and reliable signal actuating 
mechanism oï this type which is positive in 
operation and which lends itself readily fo 
quantity production. 
Another object is to provide a mechani,m oï 
this type which may be used in connection with 
multiple-position switches of different types. 
A ïurther object is to provide a mechanism 
of this type which is so constructed that if for 
any reason the self-cancelling mechanism ïails 
to operate, the devici may be operated manually 
without the necessity oï holding the movable 
switch member in contact position while the sig- 
nal is being actuated. 
If is also an object of this invention to provide 
a mechanism which is so constructed that iï the 
manually actuated member is held against move- 
ment into signal cancelling POsition while the 
selï-cancelling mechanism attempts fo cancel 
the signal, no damage fo any part of the signal 
actuating mechanism will result. 
Other objects and advantages will be apparent 
from the ,ïollowing description oî one embodi- 
ment of the invention and the novel features 
will be particularly pointed out hereinafter in 
connection with the appended claires. 
In the a«ompanying drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a fragmentary elevation of a steering 
column of a motor vehicle and showing in ele- 
vation and partly in section a signal actuating 
mechanism applied thereto and embodying this 
invention. 
Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the signal actuating 
mechanism showing the parts in the positions 
which they occupy when no signal is ruade. 
Figs. 3 and 4 are top plan views showing the 
parts in different positions which they occupy 
when different signals are being ruade. 
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary, longitudinal, sectional 
elevation thereof, on line --, Fig. 3. 
Figs. 6 and 7 are transverse, sectional eleva- 
tions thereof respectively, on lines -- and 
Fig. 2. 
Fig. 8 is a ïragmentary top plan view thereof 
showing some of the parts in different positions. 
In Fig. 1, I bave shown in broken lines the 
upper portion oï a steering column 9 within 
which the usual shaft I0 is housed which lnay 
be turned by means of a steering wheel ||, 
partly shown in broken lines. 
The signal actuating mechanism may be 
mounted on the steering column  in any suitable 
or desired manner, for example, by means of a 
clamping device including a. clamping .band 
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extending about the steering column adjacent 
the steering wheel and which may be held in 
. gripping engagement with the column 
means of a clamping screw |4. A bracket |9 is 
5 suitably supported on the steering column by 
means of the clamping banal and this bracket 
supports a base | on which the parts of the 
signal actuating mechanism are mounted. Any 
other suitable or desired means for mounting 
l0 the signal actuating mechanism on the steering 
column of the vehicle may be employed if de- 
sired. 
The base |6 in the particular construction 
shown is in the orm o a plate having dov- 
1 wardly extending anges ] at opposite sides 
thereof fo which the bracket |5 may be secured 
and having suitably secured thereto at the outer 
end thereof an electric, multiple position switch 
contained in a housing |8. This switch may be 
20 of any suitable or desired type. Since the con- 
struction o switches of this type is well known 
and since switches o this type are readily avail- 
able, the interior of the switch housing is hot 
shown. It will be understood, however, that the 
2 switch comprises a movable contact member 
mounted on a stem or shaft |9, shown in broken 
lines in Figs. 2, 3 and 4. This shaft | is pivoted 
to swing about its axis and extends through a 
hollow, tubular extension 0 of the switch bous- 
80 ing |8. This movable contact member is shifted 
by the pivoted stem or shaft into positions to 
engage stationary contacts mounted on an 
sulating plate  |, Fig. 1, secured to the switch 
housing |.8, the stationary contacts being con- 
S5 nected with suitable terminals. mounted on 
the insulating plate 2|, and to which conductors 
(hot shown) leading to the source of .power and 
fo signal lights on other devices, are connected 
in the usual manner, one of these termina!s 
40 being shown in Fig. 1. When the stem or shaft 
S is in an intermediate position, the movable 
contact operated by the stem or shaft will hOt 
engage the stationary contacts, so that no sig- 
nal will be actuated. When the stem  is 
45 turned in one direction, if wfll contact one or 
more stationary terminals to complete a circuit, 
including a lamp or other signal device, to indi- 
cate that a turn in one direction is to be marie, 
and when the stem or shaft | is turned in the 
50 other direction, another circuit containing a dif- 
ferent signal device will be operated to indicate 
that a turn in the other direction is to be ruade. 
Switches of this type are commonly used in 
connection with hand operated devi.ces for actu- 
55 ating and cancelling signals to indicate the di- 
rection in which the vehicle is about to tur!%. 
The oscillatory shaft | of the switch mayçbe 
provided with any suitable or desired handle-for 
turning this stem or shaft. In the construction 
60 shown for this purpose, a handle 24 is provided 
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which fs rigidly connected with the pivoted stem 
or shaft 19 ai the upper end thereof and which 
may be readfly moved by the operator of the 
vehicle fo place the movable switch member 
Into either of its two contacting positions, as 
shown in Figs. 3 and 4, or into an inteïmediite 
position, shown in Fig. 2, in which both the 
signal circuits wfll be open. 
Means are provided for yie!din, holding the 
switch operating handle -4 in any of its posi- 
tions, and in the construction shown for this pur- 
pose, a detent member is provided which, in the 
particular construction shown by way of example, 
is in the form of a disk or plate 25 having an 
upwardly extending annu!ar fianae 26 and a 
laterally extending flange "-[ which is suitably 
secured fo the base 16, for example, by bolts, 
rivets or the like 28. The disk portion 25 of 
this detent member is provided with pressed-out 
portions or shallow cavities 28, and the handle 
24 is provided with a spring-pressed plunger or 
ball contained in a thimble or guide cylinder 
3{}, secured fo the hand!e and extending upward- 
ly therefrom and throuah an openfl]g in the 
handte, so that the spring-pressed plunger or 
ball 3! may enter the cavities 28 in the disk por- 
tion of plate 25. The depressions or cavities 29 
are so located that the spring-pressed plunger 
or ball will enter either of the two outer cavities 
when the movable switch member is in eitheï 
of its circuit-closing positions and will enter the 
middle cavity when the switch is in open-circuit 
position. Consequently, if the operator of a ve- 
hicle wishes to make a turn, the handle is moved 
from the neutral or intermediate position, shown 
in Fig. 1, into either of the two positions shown 
in Fias. 3 and 4, and the hand!e will be yieldingly 
held in these positions until positively moved 
into the intermediate position. 
Mechanism is provided for automatically mow 
ing the handle 4 into the intermediate or o_cen- 
circuit position after a turn has been completed, 
fo cancel any signal ruade by the manual more- 
ment of the handle, and the mechanism shown 
for this purpose includes a pair of arms 2 and 
33 which are movably mounted on the base 6 in 
any suitable manner. In th particular con- 
struction fllustrated by way of example, these 
arms are slidably mounted on the base 6 and 
suitab!e means are provided for guiding these 
arms in their movement. For this purpose the 
base may, for example, be provided with lips 34 
struck out from the base and bent over the outer 
sides and upper surfaces of the arms 32 and 
33. These arms, shown by way of example, are 
in the form of fiat plates lying on the base and 
with their adjacent edges in contact with each 
other, and consequently the lips 3 hold the arms 
in positions in which thefl" adjacent edges con- 
tact each other, and in which they are held in 
sliding contact with the base so that the arms 
may slide in the directions of their length on the 
base 6 independently of each other. Any other 
mounting for movabiy supporting the arms on 
the base may be provided. 
The arms 32 and 33 bave finers 3] and  
pivoted thereon, for example, by means of pivot 
pins 38. Preferably these pivot pins also serve 
as additional guides for the movement of the 
arms 33. For this purpose, slots 39 are provided 
in the base 6, see particularly Figs. 5 and 7 and 
the pivot pins 3 extend through the slots and 
have heads on the lower ends thereof enaging 
the lower surface of the ase 6 fo hold the arms 
and fingers in correct relation to the base. 
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These slots 3 extend lengthwise of the base I$ 
and consequently guide the arms 32 and 33 for 
movement lengthwise of the base, in cooperation 
with the lips 34 and the contactingedges of the 
5 arms 32 and 
The pivoted fingers 36 and  are each ruade 
in two parts and include cams or extensions 
which are pivoted at 41. When the handle 24 is 
in its intermediate position shown in Fig. 2, the 
]o outer ends of these cams of the fingers wiil be 
spaced in relation to the steering column $ as 
shown in Fig. 2. ioEeans, however, are provided 
which are actuated by the handle 24 for moving 
either arm to place the cam or extension {} of 
15 the linger mounted on the arm into contact with 
the steering column. In the particular con- 
struction shown for this purpose, the arms are 
provided at the ends thereof adjacent the handle 
2 with the inclined or bevelled ends, and pref- 
o_0 erably these ends of the arms are bent down- 
wardly fo form flanges 42 which are so positioned 
that they may be engaged by a part of the handle 
when the saine is swung about the axis of the 
pivoted rod or shaït 9. In the construction 
25 shown for this purpose, the thimble or cylindri- 
cal projection 38 forming the housing of the 
spring-actuated detent is used for the purpose of 
moving one or the other of the arms 32, 33 by 
contactin with the down-turned flanges 42 of 
0 the arms. Consequently, if the handle 24 is 
turned in a ctockwise direction into the position 
shown in Fig. S, it will be noted that the arm 
and the finger $ mounted thereon are moved 
toward the steering column and in this projected 
 position the cam 4, of the finger 36 wfll engage 
the steerfl]g column. When the handle 24 is 
swung in the opposite direction into the position 
shown in 9-ig. 4, the other arm 33 and its flnger 
3 are moved into a projected position in which 
40 the cam ,8 of the finger $ contacts the steering 
column. The cams 4{} of the flngers, upon en- 
gagin the steering column, wiil cause the flngers 
to swing fo a limited extent about their pivots 38. 
Suitable means are provided for normally hold- 
45 ing the fingers on the arms $2 and 33 in such po- 
sitions with relation fo the steering column that 
when the arms are moved toward the steering 
column the outer ends of the fmgers will be de- 
flected by engagement with the steering column. 
o In the particular construction shown by way of 
example, the fingers and their cams, when in 
their inoperative positions, extend approximately 
parallel with the arms 32 and 33. To hold the 
fingers in these inoperative positions, the fingers 
. are provided with downwardly extending stop 
projections 44 which extend downwardly through 
a hole or opening 45 formed in the base 6, and 
a spring 46 is connected to the downwardly ex- 
tending projections 44. This spring acts on the 
6o fingers in a direction to urge them fo swing about 
their pivots 3 into their inoperative positions, 
and when in these positions the projections 
will engage the edge of the aperture 45 in the 
base plate. The arms 32 and 33 are also re- 
65 cessed at their adjacent edges as shown at 4, to 
provide spaces through which the projections 
of the flngers may extend downwardly. Conse- 
quently, when the handle 24 is in intermediate 
position, the two fingers 36, 3 will occupy po- 
70 sitions substantially parallel with each other, as 
shown in Fig. 2. 
The cams 4@ are normally held in positions 
substantially in alinement with the body portions 
of the flngers 36 and 3 by means of springs 43, 
75 the ends of which are attached to outwardly ex- 
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tending projections on the cams and flngers. 
The body portions of the fingers also have up- 
wardly extending integral stop projections 48 
which are engaged by the cams when the cams 
are substantially in alinement with the body por- 
tions of the fingers. The springs 43, conse- 
quently, swing the cams into positions to engage 
the stops 48. The cams 4} form in effect pivoted 
or pointed extensions of the fingers, and are free 
to swing in one direction against the action of 
the springs, being held against swinging in the 
other direction by the stops 48. 
The outer ends of the cam members preferably 
terminate in a pair of convexly curved projec- 
tions which meet to form a recess or niche 49. 
One of the cmed projections forms a relatively 
sharp end or toe 52, the purpose of which will be 
hereinafter described. 
The outer ends of the cams 4} of the fingers 
36 and 1, when in their projected positions, may 
be engaged by means of a downwardly extending 
part 5} suitably mounted on the steering wheel 
 . This part 5{} is arranged to extend into close 
proximity to the outer periphery of the steering 
column 9 at the portions thereof which may be 
engaged by the cams of the fmgers, and may be 
secured to the steering wheel   in any suitable 
manner. For example, the part 5{} may be 
formed integral with a ring 5  suitably secured to 
the steering wheel, and this part 5} will, during 
the turning of the steering wheel , engage 
either of the cams } of the fingers 6 or 1, 
which may be in contact with the steering 
column. When the handle 24 is mdved into the 
position shown in Fig. 3, to indicate that it is 
intended to make a right turn, then during the 
right turn the steering wheel will be turned in the 
direction indicated by the arrow in Fig. 3. Con- 
sequently, when the part 5} of the steering wheel 
contacts the toe 52 of the cam of the finger 35, 
which is in contact with the steering column, the 
cam cannot be swung about its pivot because of 
the stop 48 and consequently, the finger is merely 
swung about ifs pivot 38 against the action of 
the spring 4G. Consequently, the signal for a 
right-hand turn will continue without interrup- 
tion during the making of the right-hand turn. 
However, as soon as the turn is completed and 
the steering wheel swung in the opposite dfl'ection 
to enable the vehicle to resume a straight course, 
the part 59 will move into engagement with the 
niche of the cam of the finger 36 in a counter- 
clockwise direction, opposite to that indicated by 
the arrow in Fig. 3, and this engagement of the 
part 59 with the cam on the finger 35 will result 
in pushing this fingerand the arm 32 connected 
therewith to the left in Fig. 3. As this arm is 
thus moved back into inoperative or retracted 
position, the inclined face or fiange 42 of this arm 
v¢ill engage the projection or thimble 39 of the 
handie and thus force the handle back into the 
intermediate or open-circuit position, shown in 
lig. 1, which, in turn, causes the circuit for the 
right-hand turning signal to be broken, thus 
cancelling the signal. 
When the signal device is actuated for a left- 
hand turn, the handle 24 will be tmïed into the 
position shown in Fig. 4, with the result that the 
cam 49 of the finger 31 will be moved into engage- 
ment with the steering column, so that the arm 
will be cammed into an inclined position by this 
engagement, as shown in Fig. 4. Consequently, 
when the steering wheel is turned in a counter- 
clockwise direction, to make a left turn, the part 
6 engaging the t0e of. the cam 4{} of the finger 

3 will merely cause the flnger to swing about 
pivot 38, and after the part 5} has passed, the 
spring 45 wilI move the finger and cam 4} back 
into engagement with the steering column. 
5 However, when the turn has been completed and 
the steering wheel is rotated in a clockwise di- 
rection, indicated by the arrow in Fig. 4, to cause 
the vehicle to again resume a straight course, 
he lart 59 will be moved into engagement with 
]0 the niche in the cam 4} and thus force this cam 
and its finger and the arm 33 to which the finger 
is connected to more to the left in Fig. 4, so that 
the inclined end of the arm 33 will more the 
handle 24 back into intermediate position, thus 
15 cancelling the left-hand turning signal. 
In the operations described in connection with 
Figs. 3 and 4, it is assumed that the handle 24 of 
the signal actuating device is released by the 
operator after it has been moved toward one 
2o side or the other of its neutral or open circuit 
position to indicate the direction of the turn to 
be made. However, it sometimes happens that 
the operator forgets to release the handle 24 
ter the turn has been ruade. If this happens, 
25 the pivoted cams 4} forming the ends of the 
fingers will act to prevent damage to the mecha- 
nism. For example, as shown in Fig. 8, the 
signal has been actuated according fo Fig. 4, for 
a left turn and the handle 24 is being held by 
3O the operator while the steering wheel is turned 
in a clockwise direction to straighten out the 
vehicle after the turn has been ruade, then the 
part 5} of the steering wheel will engage in the 
niche 49 of the cam member 4I}, and since the 
35 finger 31 is prevented from moving backwardly 
to the left in Fig. 8, because of the fact that the 
handle '4 is being held, the cam member 4} of 
the finger will swing about its pivot  as shown 
in Fig. 8, and thus permit the part 6 of the 
4O steering whee! to more past the cam member 
without cancelling the signal and without plac- 
ing any severe strains on the parts of the signal 
actuating mechanism. During the normal op- 
eration of cancelling the signal, the spring 4 is 
45 of sufficient strength to hold the cam member 
4} straight outwardly from the body portion of 
its finger with sufficient force to enable the arm 
32 or 33 fo be moved back and move the handle 
4 into ifs intermediate or open circuit position. 
50 However, if the handle is being held against such 
movement the spring 43 will yield and permit 
the cam member 49 fo swing as described fo pre- 
vent damage fo the mechanism. 
If will be noted that the outer end of the cam 
55 is so formed that the outer curved portion, which 
is engaged by the part 5} of the steering wheel 
for cancelling the signal, is so cured toward 
the niche that if guides the part 5{} into engage- 
ment with the niche, and also when the cam 
60 swings on its pivot 4, the part 51} will roll on 
the curved end, thus ;acilitating the operation 
of the mechanism. 
If is generally desirable fo pïovide a pilot light 
on a signal-actuating device of this type fo in- 
65 dicate to the driver when either circuit is com- 
pleted and, if desired, a light of this type may 
be provided including a light bulb 4 and a socket 
55 therefor. The socket may be suitably secured 
fo the base  and the light bulb 4 may extend 
70 through another opening in the base  and the 
inner or adjacent faces of the arms 3 and 3 
may be recessed as indicated ai 6, these recesses 
being of sufiïcient length so that the arms 3 and 
33 will clear the light bulb 55 dur!ng their more- 
75 men lngthwise of the base -I G. 
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Tlie spring 46, Whlch yieldingly urges the fi- 
gers 36 and 37 into positions to cooperate with 
the steering column, may be in the form of a 
coil spring extending about the lamp socket 55, 
Fig. 5, with its ends thereof fastened to the 
downwardly projecting parts 44. This spring 
serves the additional purpose of yieldingly hold- 
ing the arms and fingers in retracted positions 
in which the fingers are sufliciently remote ïrom 
the steering column so as not to be engageable 
by the part 50 of the steering wheel. When the 
arms and fingers are in their projected posi- 
tions, they will be yieldingly held in such posi- 
tions by the handle 24, vhich, in turn, is held by 
the spring-pressed detent or member 3| yielding- 
ly seated in a depression 29. 
The construction provided is elTicient and 
reliable in operation. The detent construction 
shown, in which a spring pressed member enters 
the depression 29, is such that itis unnecessary 
for the arms 32 and 3S to move the handle 24 
entirely into ifs intermediate position, since if 
the handle is swun into proximity to its inter- 
mediate position, the detents will cause the 
handle fo complete it movement into interme- 
diate or open circuit position. The construc- 
tion furthermore has the advantae that if the 
mechanism for cancellin the signals should, for 
any reason, become inoperative, the sinals can 
be cancelled by returnin the handle 2 by hand 
to its intermediate position. 
It will be understood that various chanes in 
the details and arrangements of parts, which 
have been herein described and illustrated in 
order to explain the nature of the invention, 
may be ruade by those skilled in the art within 
the principle and scope of the invention as 
expressed in the appended claires. 
I claire as my invention: 
1. A self-cancetling direction indicatin sig- 
nal device for vehic!es havin a steerin column 
and a rotary steeïin wheel, said mechanism in- 
cludin a multiple position switch havin a mov- 
able contact rnember movable into two circuit- 
closin positions a]d into an intermediate open 
circuit position, a housin enclosin said switch, 
a handle connected with said movable contact 
member of the switch and qeldinly held in 
either of said circuit-closin positions and in said 
open-circuit position, means for yieldin!y hold- 
inz said handle in any of said positions, a base 
mountable on said steerin column and on which 
said switch housin is mounted, a pair of arms 
slidably mounted on said base, each of said arms 
havin a finer pivoted on one end thereof, a 
part on said handle mounted to enae the other 
ends of sa.id arms for movin either of said arms 
into a projected position in which the finer of 
said arm enaes the steerin column, and a part 
on the steerin wheel enazeab!e with either of 
said finers when a finer is in projected position, 
for movin either of said finers and the arm on 
which it is mounted into retracted position, said 
arms when movin into said retracted positions 
enain said part on said handle for moving 
said handle and said movable contact member 
of said switch into open-circuit position. 
2. A device accordin to claire 1, in which said 
movable contact member of the switch is mounted 
on an oscillatory shaft and in which said handle 
is mounted on sid shaft to turn in opposite di- 
rections from an intermediate open-circuit po- 
sition into circuit-closin positions, and in which 
said arms are provided with inclined faces en- 
agln a part on said handle to more said handle 
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from a circuit-closing position lnto said inter- 
mediate position when an arm is moved into re- 
tracted position. 
S. A device according to claire 1, in which said 
arms are slidably mounted on said base in sub 
stantially parallel relation to each other and in 
which said handle is mounted to swing rela« 
tively to said base and in which the ends of said 
OErms adjacent said handle are provided with inc 
clined faces which contact with a part of said 
handle, one of said arms being moved into pro- 
jected position when said handle is swung in one 
direction and the other arm being swung into 
projected position when the handle is swung in 
the other direction, said inclined end portions 
engain said handle to return the same inte 
open-circuit position by a wedging action when 
said arms are returned from projected into re- 
tracted positions. 
4. A device accoïding to claire '1, in which said 
arms are slidable on said base into projected and 
retracted positions and in which said base is pro- 
vided with lugs struck out therefrom for guid- 
ing said arms in their movement and in which 
pivot pins are provided connecting said arms and 
said fingers, said base having guide slots through 
which said pivot pins extend to guide said arms 
in their movements. 
5. A device according fo claire 1, and includin 
yielding means urging said arms into retracted 
positions. 
6. A self-cancelling direction indicaing sig- 
nal device for vehic!es having a steering column 
and a rots.ry steerin wheel, said mechanism in- 
cludin2" a base mountable on said steering col- 
umn, a switch actuating ha.ndle pivotally mount- 
ed on ss.id base and movable about its pivot into 
either of two opposite positions to close either 
of two circuits and into an intermediate open- 
circuit position, a pair of arms slidably mounted 
on said base in parallel relation to each other, 
a part on said handle which engages one of said 
rms when said handle is swung in one direction 
from its open-circuit position, to slide said one 
arm into projected position, said part on said 
handle enaing said other arm when said han- 
de is swung in the other direction from its open- 
circuit position, fo slide said other arm into pro- 
jected position, each of said arms having a tinter 
Divoted thereon which is moved into engagement 
with said steering column when its arm is slid 
into orojected position, and a part on said steer- 
ing wheel extendin into a position to conacç 
either finer enain said steerin column, sald 
part of said steerin wheel, when said whee] t 
turned in one direction, movin one of said fln- 
gers and the arm connected therewith into re« 
tracted position, snd when turned in the other 
direction movin the other finer and ifs arm 
into retracted position, said arms havin inclined 
ends movable into engagement with said part of 
ss.id handle when movin into retracted positions 
to cam said hndle into said intermediate po- 
sition, said inclined ends also bein enaed by 
said part of said handle for movin said arms 
into projected positions. 
7. A self-cancellin direction indicatin signal 
device for vehicles havin a steerin column and 
a rotary steerin wheel, said mechanism includ- 
in a switch actuatin handle movable into either 
of two opposite positions to close either of two 
circuits and into an intermediate open-circuit 
position, a pair of movable arms, one of which is 
engaed and moved into a projected position by 
said handle when said handle is moved in one 
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direction from ifs open-circuit position, and the 
other of which is engaged by said handle when 
moved in the other direction from its open-cir- 
cuit position, a finger pivoted on each of said 
arms, each finger being ruade of two parts piv- 
otally connected, a spring for normally holding 
said two parts of each finger substantially in 
alinement, each finger engaging said steering 
post when the arm fo which if is pivoted is in 
projected position, and a part on said steering 
wheel extending in position to engage a finger 
engaging said steering column for moving the 
arm fo which such finger is pivoted from a pro- 
jected position to a retracted position and for 
thereby moving said handle into open circuit po- 
sition, the two parts of said finger swinging rel- 
atively fo each other to permit said part of said 
steering wheel fo pass said finger when said 
handle and arm are held against movement. 
8. A self-cance]ling direction indicating signal 
device for vehic]es having a steering column and 
a rotary steering whee], said mechanism includ- 
ing a switch actuating handle movable into either 
of two opposite positions fo close either of two 
circuits and into an intermediate open-circuit 
position, a pair of movable arms, one of which 
is engaged and moved into a projected position by 
said handle when said handle is moved in one 
direction from its open-circuit position, and the 
other of which is engaged by said handle when 
moved in the other direction from its open-cir- 
cuit position, a finger pivoted on each of said 
arms, each finger including a body portion piv- 
oted on one end on an arm and having a cam 
pivoted on the other end thereof, said fingers 
being moved by said arms into projected positions 
in which said cams engage said steering column 
and into retracted positions in which said cams 
are in spaced relation to said steering column, 
and a part on said steering wheel extending into 
position to engage said cams when in projected 
positions to move the saine and said arms into 
retracted positions, said arms engaging said han- 
dle to move the saine into open circuit position 
when said arms are moved by said part of said 
steering wheel into retracted position. 
9. A signal device according fo claire 8 and in- 
cluding springs for holding said cams in substan- 
tial alinement with said body portions of said 
fingers, said cams being movab]e about their piv- 
oted connections with said body portions of said 
fingers when said arms are he]d against move- 
ment into retracted position, fo permit said part 
of said steering wheel fo pass said cam. 
10. A signal device according to claire 8 and 
including springs for holding said cams in sub- 
stantial a]inement with said body portions of 
said fingers, said cams being movable about their 
pivoted connections with said body portions ef 
said fingers when said arms are held against 
movement into retracted position, fo permit said 
part of said steering wheel fo pass said cam, and 
stops fo ]irait the swinging of said cams in prie di- 
rection, said springs urging said cams against 
said stops. 
11. A self-cancel]ing direction indicating 
na] device for vehicles having a steering column 
and a rotary steering wheel, said mechanism 
cluding a switch actuating handle movab]e into 
either of two opposite positions fo close either of 
two circuits and into an intermediate open-cir- 
cuit position, a pair of movab]e arms, one of 
which is engaged and moved into a proJected 
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position by said handle when said handle is 
moved in one direction from ifs open»circuit po- 
sition, and the other of which is engaged by said 
handle when moved in the other direction from 
5 ifs open-circuit position, a finger pivoted on 
each of said arms, each finger being ruade of two 
parts pivotally connected, a spring for normally 
holding said two parts of each finger substan« 
tia]ly in alinement, each finger engaging said 
lo steering post when the arm fo which itis pivoted 
is in projected position, and a part of said steer- 
ing wheel extending in position to engage a fin- 
ger engaging said steering column for moving the 
arm to which such finger is pivoted from a pro- 
]5 jected position to a retracted position and for 
thereby moving said handle into open circuit PO- 
sition, the two parts of said finger swinging rel- 
atively fo each other to permit said part of said 
steering wheel fo pass said finger when said han- 
20 dle and arm are held against movement, the 
outer end portion of the finger part which en- 
gages said steering column being provided with 
an inwardly extending niche positioned to re- 
ceive said part of said steering wheel when the 
25 ame is turned in a direction to cancel a signal. 
12. A signal device according to claire 11, in 
which said outer end portion of the finger part 
has convexly curved edges terminating af said 
niche to provide a rolling surface engaging said 
30 part of said steering wheel. 
13. A self-cancelling direction indicating sig- 
nal device for vehicles having a steering column 
and a rotary steering wheel, said mechanism in- 
cluding a base mountable on said steering col- 
35 umn, a multiple position switch having a housing 
secured fo said base and including a shaft turn- 
able in opposite directions fo complete direction 
indicating circuits and into an intermediate open 
circuit postion, a hand]e secured on said shaft 
40 for turning the saine, a detent on said handle co- 
operating with said base for yieldingly holding 
said hand]e in an intermediate open circuit po- 
sition and in positions at either side of said open 
circut position, a pair of arms slidably mounted 
: 5 on said base, a part on said handle movable into 
engagement with either of said arms for sliding 
the saine into their projected positions, a finger 
pivoted on each of said arms and movable into 
proximity to said steering post when the arm on 
) which it is pivoted is in projected position, a 
part on said steering wheel extending into a po- 
sition fo engage a finger when in proximity to 
said steering post for moving the arm fo which 
said finger is pivoted from a projected position 
5into a retracted position, and yielding means 
acting on said arms for urging the saine into re- 
tracted positions into engagement with said part 
on said hand]e. 
FIEDERICK F. STUBE. 
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